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FROM PUBLIC UNDERSTANDING TO 
PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT OF ASTRONOMY



Science and the Mainstream Media: Critical 
Reporting or Churnalism?



Science & The Media: Securing the Future (BIS, 2010):

άΧǿŜ feel that there is an unprecedented level of debate taking place at the 
moment about science and the ƳŜŘƛŀΦέ

ά²ƘƛƭŜ there are tremendous pressures on science reporters many would 
concede that this results from an ever-growing appetite for science in all sections 

of ƴŜǿǎέ

BUT:

ά/ǳǊǘ Supplee: 60-70% of the weekly quota of science stories comes straight 
from the pages of four or five big journals including Science, Nature, the BMJ and 

the [ŀƴŎŜǘέ

άΧŀǘ a time when the internet has effectively removed all the barriers to 
publication, trust ςa key issue in science reporting ςbecomes more of an issue 

than ŜǾŜǊέ



Traditional news vs. Good science reporting

ÅNeed for headline-grabbing stories not well suited to 
balanced discussion of science

Åbƻǘ ƳǳŎƘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ŀ άōƛƎ ǎǘŜǇέ

ÅOver-hyping by science journals creates contradictions, 
confusion and fatigue.

ÅPoor understanding in the media leads to bad science getting 
a voice



ResearchBlogging: What are scientists talking 
about?

1. Informative for scientists 
2. Helps interested members of the public trace back the original work


